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or ashes, which is the second fiery, real world.   This power,
or vigour,  uniting  with  the   Ethereal   Spirit,  constitutes
strictly the " Soul of the World."    It becomes the only
means of the earthly intelligence, or man, knowing it.    It
is the Angel-Conqueror, Guide, Saviour born of "Woman."
or "Great Deep," the Gnostic Sophia, the "Word made
flesh" of St. John.    The Empyrseum is properly the flower,
or glory (effluent in its abundance), of the divine Latent
Fire.    It is penetrated with miracle and holy magic.    The
Rosicrucian system teaches that there are three ascending
hierarchies of beneficent Angels (the purer portion of the
First Fire,  or Light),  divided  into nine orders.     These
threefold angelic hierarchies are the Teraphim, the Sera-
phim,  and  the  Cherubim.     This religion,  which  is  the
religion of the Parsees, teaches that, on the Dark Side,
there are also three counterbalancing resultant divisions of
operative intelligences, divided again into nine spheres, or
inimical regions, populated with splendidly endowed adverse
angels, who boast still the relics of their lost, or eclipsed,
or changed, light.    The elementary world, or lowest world,
in which man and his belongings, and the lower creatures,
are produced, is the flux, subsidence, residuum, ashes, or
deposit, of the Ethereal Fire.    Man is the microcosm, or
"indescribably  small  copy,"  of the  whole  great  world.
Dilatation  and  compression,  expansion and  contraction,
magnetic sympathy, gravitation-to, or flight-from, is the bond
which holds all imaginable things together.    The connec-
tion is intimate between the higher and the lower, because
all is a perpetual aspiration, or continuous descent: one
long,  immortal  chain,  whose  sequence  is   never-ending,
reaches by impact with that immediately above, and by
contact with that immediately below, from the very lowest
to the very highest.    " So true is it that God loves to retire
into His clouded Throne; and, thickening the Darkness
that encompasses His most awful Majesty, He inhabits an
Inaccessible Light, and lets none into His Truths but the
poor in spirit."    The Rosicrucians contended that these so